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author and orator; and W. E. Forster, who wrote
an article greatly approved by her upon American
Slavery, are other names incidentally mentioned.
Mazzini wrote an article, pronounced by Greg to be
"sad stuff."1 The most important contributor, how-
ever, appears to have been Mr. Herbert Spencer. His
article upon the " Universal Postulate " made a special
impression. He had just brought out his Social Statics,
pronounced, as she had heard, by Gr. H. Lewes to be
the "best book on the subject." They rapidly became
friends, and she declares him to be " a good, delightful
creature." She " always feels better for being with
him." By Mr. Herbert Spencer she was introduced
towards the end of 1851 to George Henry Lewes, of
whom more must be said directly.

Meanwhile it may be remarked that she was thus
becoming more or less familiar with nearly all the
eminent writers who, in one sense or other, were on
the side of intellectual advance. They differed widely
enough from each other, and there could hardly be a
more fundamental contrast than that between Carlyle
and Mr. Herbert Spencer. It was as well that she
should learn that the Brays and Hennells, however
excellent in their way, did not represent the only line
of thought. She had, indeed, read too widely to be
kept within the prison house of a single sect. One
point may be noticed in passing, as it had a marked
influence upon her later views. The philosophy of
Comte was at this time attracting notice in England.
Mill had been for a time a warm personal disciple, and
had spoken of him with great respect in the Logic ; Miss
Martineau was compiling an abridgment of his work;
and G. H. Lewes had written as an adherent of his J. Fox, the veteran radicalbutors. J. S. Mill, whoseheadmit " opera-dancing, horse-
